Evening Prayer Worship at Home
You may wish to light a candle as a sign of meeting in
God’s presence.
The Lord is good, a strong refuge when trouble comes.
God is close to those who trust in him. Nahum 1.7

Opening Sentences
O Lord, open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your
praise.
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven
and earth.
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
So may your mercy come down upon us
To cleanse our hearts and set us free
To sing your praise for ever and ever. Amen.
Pause and reflect on the day that is past.

Bible Readings
Psalm 23
1 The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me
beside still waters.
3 He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those
who trouble me; you have anointed my head with oil
and my cup shall be full.
6 Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever.
You may wish to use the weekly pattern of short
readings given below, or choose a passage of your own.
Sunday
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither
can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples. “As the Father has loved
me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.
John 15: 4-9

Monday
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol. Against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:22-23
Tuesday
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not
looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others. In your relationships with one
another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality
with God something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on
a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name, that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
Philippians 2:3-11

Wednesday
The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so
that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received
brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we
cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children,
then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ,
if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may
also share in his glory.
Romans 8:15-18
Thursday
Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do
people say I am?” They replied, “Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do
you say I am? Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”
Mark 8:27-29
Friday
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples
and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever
loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world,
yet forfeit their soul?
Mark 8:34-36

Saturday
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him,
and he began to teach them.
He said:
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of
me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.
You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer
good for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot.
You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and

it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:1-16

Prayers
Merciful God, we entrust to your unfailing and tender
care this night those who are ill or in pain, knowing that
whenever danger threatens your everlasting arms are
there to hold us safe. Comfort and heal them, and
restore them to health and strength. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
When evil darkens our world, give us light. When
despair numbs our souls, give us hope. When we
stumble and fall, lift us up. When doubts assail us, give
us faith. When nothing seems sure, give us trust. When
ideals fade, give us vision. When we lose our way, be
our guide! That we may find serenity in Your presence,
and purpose in doing Your will. Lord in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour
and to care for those in need as if we were caring for
you. In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort
the fearful, to tend the sick, and to assure the isolated of
our love, and your love. Lord in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Before going to sleep God our Father, by whose mercy
the world turns safely into darkness and returns again to
light: we place in your hands our unfinished tasks, our
unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing
that only what you bless will prosper. To your love and
protection we commit each other and all those we love,
knowing that you alone are our sure defender, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Lord in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Conclusion
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and
keep us in eternal life. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A Prayer of Commitment
We are not people of fear:
we are people of courage.
We are not people who protect our own safety:
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.
We are not people of greed:
we are people of generosity.
We are your people God,
giving and loving,
wherever we are,
whatever it costs
For as long as it takes
wherever you call us.
May this worship give you comfort and strength and
remind you that we are all bound together as God’s
children in his Church wherever we may be.

